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Uplifted by this spirit, they have become a force
which cannot be denied. Tribes which from time
immemorial had been in a condition of watchful
hostility, are now united in brotherly love, so much
so that they have earned the name of " Ikhwan "
or " The Brethren." Now they recall their former
state with shame and disgust, calling it "Aljahiliyya,3*
or " the state of ignorance,55 thus comparing it with
the ancient "Jahiliyya," preceding the mission of
Mohamed the Prophet.
Another reform initiated by Ibn Saud was in the
sphere of medicine, and to him belongs the credit
of introducing modern medical treatment for the
first time into Nejd. Against a terrific opposition, he
imposed his will, and insisted upon vaccination as a
protection against the ravages of smallpox. He insisted
upon great changes in the sanitation of the towns
and villages, and he instituted veterinary hospitals,
hospitals for the people, dispensaries and clinics.
Neither did he neglect the intellectual welfare of
his people, and to Ibn Saud is due the credit of
introducing, again in the face of much opposition,
modern scientific education side by side with religious
education in the schools. In addition to increasing
the number of the schools, and enlarging their scope
and importing competent teachers from sister countries
such as Egypt and Syria, it was found necessary
in order to maintain a steady state of progress in
this sphere, to send a number of youths to study
abroad, in the hope that they might become proficient
in modern science and art, and return to spread
the light in their own country. There are now